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Data Sharing



What constitutes 
“data sharing”?

1. Sharing the raw data + meta 
data


2. Sharing statistical results


3. Sharing code


4. Publishing detailed methods



What makes a good data repository?

https://blog.orvium.io/fair-principles-in-scientific-data/



Sharing code

• Get in the habit of using Git for 
managing code


• Can the code be openly 
shared?


• Does the code contain 
intellectual property that 
cannot be openly shared?



Making shared code more FAIR



Things to consider before sharing research data



1. Ethics

• Does the study have ethical 
approval to share the data?


• For human research 
participants, does the consent 
form explicitly mention sharing 
the data?


• For human research 
participants, can the data be 
anonymized?


• Are there institutional rules 
about sharing animal data? 



2. Standards

• Is there an existing standard 
for the data?


• Specific filetype?


• Specific filename/organization 
structure?



3. Repositories

• What type of data is going to 
be shared?


• Can more than the raw data be 
shared?


• Does the repository meet the 
FAIR principles?


• What are the preservation 
policies of the repository?



Where can I find more information?



What if I cannot find an existing repository?



Small data files (e.g., tabular)?



A more generic option



Some final thoughts

• Data sharing takes time and effort 

• Rich meta-data and the adoption of data standards 
makes data more useful 

• Consider adopting some of the FAIR principles for local 
data management


